CHAPTER FIVE

WHAT TO EXPECT FROM
/ COP28 IN-DUBAI?

53. The United Arab Emirates will host the next Conferénce
of the Parties (COP28). It is a country of the Persian Gulf
known as a great exporter of fossil fuels, although it has
made significant investments in renewable energy sources.
Meanwhile, gas and oil companies are planning new projects
there, with the aim of further increasing their production.
To say that there is nothing to hope for would be suicidal,
for it would mean exposing all humanity, especially the
poorest, to the worst impacts of climate change.

54. If we are confident in the capacity of human beings
to transcend their petty interests and to think in bigger
terms, we can keep hoping that COP28 will allow for a
decisive acceleration of energy transition, with effective
commitments subject to ongoing monitoring. This
Conference can represent a change of direction, showing
that everything done since 1992 was in fact serious and
worth the effort, or else it will be a great disappointment
and jeopardize whatever good has been achieved thus far,

55. Despite the many negotiations and agreements, global
emissions continue to increase. Certainly, it could be said
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that, without those agreements, they would have increased
even more. Still, in other themes related to the environment,
when there was a will, very significant results were obtained,
as was the case with the protection of the ozone layer. Yet, the
necessary transition towards clean energy sources such as
wind and solar energy, and the abandonment of fossil fuels,
is not progressing at the necessary speed. Consequently,
whatever is being done risks being seen only as a ploy to
distract attention.

56. We must move beyond the mentality of appearing to be
concerned but not having the courage needed to produce
substantial changes. We know that at this pace in just a few
years we will surpass the maximum recommended limit of
1.5° C and shortly thereafter even reach 3° C, with a high
risk of arriving at a critical point. Even if we do not reach
this point of no return, it is certain that the consequences
would be disastrous and precipitous measures would have
to be taken, at enormous cost and with grave and intolerable
economic and social effects. Although the measures that

we can take now are costly, the cost will be all the more

burdensome the longer we wait.

57. I consider it essential to insist that “to seek only a
technical remedy to each environmental problem which
comes up is to separate what is in reality interconnected
and to mask the true and deepest problems of the global
system.* It is true that efforts at adaptation are needed
in the face of evils that are irreversible in the short term.
Also some interventions and technological advances that
make it possible to absorb or capture gas emissions have
proved promising. Nonetheless, we risk remaining trapped
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in the mindset of pasting and papering over cracks, while
beneath the surface there;jis a continuing deterioration
to which we continue to contribute. To suppose that all
problems in the future will be able to be solved by new
technical interventions is a form of homicidal pragmatism,
like pushing a snowball down a hill.

8. Once and for all, let us put an end to the irresponsible
derision that would present this issue as something purely
ecological, “green,” romantic, frequently subject to ridicule
by economic interests. Let us finally admit that it is a human
and social problem on any number oflevels. For this reason,
it calls for involvement on the part of all. In Conferences
on the climate, the actions of groups negatively portrayed
as “radicalized” tend to attract attention. But in reality they
are filling a space left empty by society as a whole, which
ought to exercise a healthy “pressure,” since every family
ought to realize that the future of their children is at stake.

59. If there is sincere interest in making COP28 a historic
event that honors and ennobles ys as human beings, then
one canonly hope for binding forms of energy transition that
meet three conditions: that they be efficient, obligatory and
readily monitored. This, in order to achieve the beginning
of a new process marked by three requirements: that it be
drastic, intense and count on the commitment of all. That is
not what has happened so far, and only a process of this sort
can ensble international politics to recover its credibility,
since only in this concrete manner will it be possible to
reduce significantly carbon dioxide levels and to prevent
even greater evils over time.
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60. May those taking part in the conference be strategists
capable of considering the common good and the future of
their children, more than the short-term interests of certain
countries or businesses. In this way, may they demonstrate
the nobility of politics and not its shame. To the powerful, I
can only repeat this question: “What would induce anyone,
at this stage, to hold on to power, only to be remembered
for their inability to take action when it was urgent and
necessary to do so?”®
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